
RED DOOR CHAMPIONS
Fundraising guide



ABOUT RED DOOR
MISSION:  Ending family homelessness, 
one family at a time.

Each year WE SERVE over 500 families:

•	 44%	are	women	and	children	fleeing	
domestic violence 

•	 45% are families who have experi-
enced a housing crisis 

•	 11% are refugee claimants with no-
where else to go

 
At any given time over 50% of residents  
are CHILDREN
 
69% of families are SINGLE MOTHERS

TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT like our Food 
Bank and our Moving Program help 
families stay housed when they move 
back into the community.
 For 34 years, the Red Door has provided safe,  

temporary shelter and critical services for women 
and	children	fleeing	domestic	violence,	homeless	
families and refugees. 

The Red Door Family Shelter works to address  
homelessness in Toronto by (1) providing housing 
at our two shelters, (2) providing support services to 
shelter residents, and (3) providing support to  
residents when they move back into the community 
so that the transition to their new life is both positive 
and permanent.

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 
As a Red Door Champion you are helping to create 
positive change in our community by raising funds 
for the important programs that enable homeless 
families to heal and rebuild their lives.

You are the key that opens the door to help and 
hope!

More than 1000 women and children 
in Toronto stay in an emergency 
shelter every night.

1 out of every 4 families in Toronto are 
living in poverty.

There are nearly 1 million visits to 
Toronto Food Banks each year.

As of May 2016, there were more 
than 97,000 families on the municipal 
wait list for affordable social housing 
(up 37% since 2011)

TORONTO IN VIEW



Here are a few important things to consider before you start planning your event:
 
Think about why you are fundraising and what you are fundraising for. People are more
likely to donate or volunteer to help if you can clearly articulate why a cause is important and
why you need their support.  Read about our programs and services: reddoorshelter.ca/about

Brainstorm. A good idea can sell itself. Research and test out your fundraising idea on
friends, family and colleagues. Check out our event ideas for some examples.

Know your audience. Who are you trying to attract to your event? Tailoring the size of your
event to the size of your potential audience helps you narrow down options for suitable events and
venues, and will give you a better idea of how much advance planning and promotion will be
required. 

Set a Fundraising goal. Setting a realistic goal helps motivate your team members and gives your sup-
porters something to work towards. You can use our Gifts to Empower as a way to set a tangible goal 
for your event – choose one or more gifts to direct the proceeds toward (eg. A Safety Plan, or 10 hours 
of Interpretation for a Family). 

Keep expenses in check. A successful budget should aim to have expenses that are less than 30% of 
the funds it raises. Think of ways to keep costs down and your revenue up. Get as much as you can 
given to you for free or discounted – whether it’s people’s time, a venue, publicity, printing, commercial 
sponsorship or prizes. We can provide support letters to help with securing sponsorship from vendors. 
 
Have a back-up plan. Make sure you have a contingency plan, especially if your event is
dependant on unpredictable factors like the weather.
 
Timing is everything. The timing of your event often determines how successful it will be.
Check out whether there are competing events on the day or time you have chosen. To give
your event special relevance, schedule its theme to coincide with special days. For example,
have a St. Valentine’s Day bake sale, Christmas craft sale etc.

YOUR EVENT
Before you Start

Tip: give yourself time

Remember to contact us at least 2 
weeks prior to your event if you would 
like promotional materials and  
signage for your event.
 
 

https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/about-us
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise/resources/choosing
http://www.reddoorshelter.ca/gifts-to-empower


EVENT IDEAS
Want to raise funds for 
Red Door, but not sure 
how?  Here are a few 
ideas to help you get 
started.

 
SKIP A MEAL FOR RED DOOR: organize 
with friends to skip a meal in solidarity with  
struggling single mothers in our community 
who have to choose between paying the 
rent and feeding their children.  Donate the 
money you would have spent to our Food 
Bank.

 
DRESS DOWN DAY AT THE OFFICE: get your 
office	team	involved	with	this	simple	fund-
raiser - donate to dress down.  Each person 
makes a small suggested donation in order 
to dress down for the day. Make it a recur-
ring event like Dress Down Fridays.  You’ll 
be surprised how this can add up!

 
BAKE SALE/YARD SALE: a classic way to 
get your community involved! Getting your 
neighbours together to host a joint yard 
sale, side-walk craft or bake sale, can be 
a great way to come together and rally 
around supporting homeless families in our 
community.

 
ADMISSION EVENTS: big or small, your 
event can help the Red Door in a BIG way. 
From a fancy gala dinner to a backyard 
bbq, a simple party to professional concert, 
the ideas are endless. Bigger events like 
concerts are great to attract media public-
ity and to spread the word about the Red 
Door.	Sales,	auctions	or	raffles	add	fun	and	
fundraising potential to any event.

Tip: get matched!

Check with your workplace to see if 
they provide matching gifts for  
employee charitable giving.  Often 
you can double your fundraising 
impact!
 

 
IN LIEU OF GIFTS: create an online  
fundraising page and collect donations for Red 
Door from your friends and family in lieu of gifts 
for your birthday or anniversary, or holiday. 
Visit: reddoorshelter.ca/champions

 
For more ideas, tips, and other help visit 
our event resource pages at:  
 
reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise/resources

https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/champions
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise/resources/


FUNDRAISE ONLINE! 
Red Door Champions Fundraising Pages

Create your own personal fundraising 
page to easily collect donations from 
your friends, family and colleagues.

Send emails to your supporters directly 
from your page.  Set a fundraising goal 
and see your progress live with a fund-
raising thermometer and a list of your 
sponsors.  Send follow up emails to 
thank you sponsors, and even ask others 
to join your team. You can personalize 
your page with a message and photo-
graph.

 
RED DOOR CHAMPIONS FUNDRAISING 
PAGES ARE GREAT FOR: 

•	 collecting donations in lieu of gifts to 
celebrate your birthday, anniversary, wed-
ding, bar/bat mitzvah

•	 creating a page to honour someone dear 
to you with a contribution to a meaningful 
cause

•	 raising funds with your upcoming mara-
thon, walk or other athletic event

•	 golf, hockey or other sporting tournaments
•	 competitive or cooperative fundraising 

events in your workplace or school

Team Holiday Giving

Make a collective fundraising goal with 
your	family	or	office	team	to	purchase	
one of our Gifts to Empower.  It’s a 
perfect holiday giving alternative and a 
meaningful way to come together for a 
good cause. 

What do I need to create my Red 
Door Champions page?

•	 A valid e-mail address
•	 A photo or video you would like 

to include
•	 An event idea to fundraise for!

For more info visit:  
reddoorshelter.ca/champions



PROMOTING YOUR EVENT

Spreading the word about your event is critical to its success. Here are some tips on creating a buzz in 
advance	of	your	fundraiser	through	posters,	flyers,	online	and	media	activities.	

Posters and flyers 
If you’re designing your own poster, we can provide you with our logo and images.  Please send any 
printed material to us for approval prior to printing.

Online promotion 
Social media is the fastest, cheapest and easiest way to 
spread the word about your event.  You can also check out 
online event calendars serving local communities such as 
community centre websites, or community newspapers to see 
if they will accept a posting for your event.  

Media 
If you’re planning a large event, you might consider sending 
an advisory or formal press release to local newspapers, radio 
and TV stations to try to get editors interested in doing an 
advance story, covering your event or taking photos.  

Use our Sample Media Advisory and Sample Press Release to 
get started. 

Consider a visual element for your event that will make for a 
great photo op for media and tell them about it in your press 
release.  Eg. encouraging attendees to show up wearing red, 
creating a “sea of red” that could make a great image for the 
next day’s paper.

If a reporter does contact you, tell them about your event, what 
you have planned, why you’re doing it, etc., but if a reporter 
has any questions about the Red Door, please refer them to us 
directly at 416-915-5671 x230 or by email at  
fundraising@reddoorshelter.ca. 

If the media doesn’t cover your idea for a story, you can usual-
ly still get promotion on their daily event calendars by submit-
ting a media advisory a minimum of one week in advance. Be 
sure to follow up with all media outlets a few days in advance 
of your event to make sure they received your advisory and 
intend to list it on their event calendars.  It’s a good idea to 
include a photo that brings your event to life.

Social Media Tips
•	 Create a Facebook Event for 

your fundraiser, and enlist a few 
of your friends to help you invite 
friends and actively promote. 

•	 Tag us on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram so that we can cross-
promote your event to our  
supporters. 

•	 Use the hashtag #wearereddoor 
in your event promotions. 

•	 Tag your local community news 
outlet (metroland.com/newspa-
pers), and your city councillor 

reddoorfamilyshelter

@RedDoorFamilySh

@reddoorfamilyshelter

https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Media%20Advisory.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Press%20Release.pdf
https://twitter.com/RedDoorFamilySh
https://www.instagram.com/reddoorfamilyshelter/
https://www.facebook.com/reddoorfamilyshelter
https://www.facebook.com/reddoorfamilyshelter
https://twitter.com/RedDoorFamilySh
https://www.instagram.com/reddoorfamilyshelter/


Planning an event is easy if you’re organized. Use these step-by-step checklists to ensure 
you don’t forget anything that could help make your event a success!
 

Before your event 

 Brainstorm fundraising ideas.
 Check into any possible permit, safety or legal requirements.
 Find a suitable location or venue.
 Determine how many volunteers you will need to help you execute your plan.
 Plan your budget.
 Register your event with Red Door. Complete our Event Proposal Form.
 Request signage, materials and support needed from Red Door.
 Download and print our Pledge Form and Email Sign-up Sheet.
 Enlist volunteers – friends, family, colleagues or other motivated people.
 Schedule your event.
 Promote your event, ensuring all materials with the Red Door name/logo are  
      approved prior to use.
 Spread the word to local media - see our Sample Media Advisory and Press          
      Release for examples.

During your event 

 Display and/or distribute Red Door brochures, materials, email sign-up sheet.
 Assign someone to be responsible for handling the donations.
 Have a Red Door Pledge Form handy for donations of $20 or more.

After your event 

 Collect/tally the funds.
 Compile all of your donation forms and money collected. 
 Complete the Financial Summary Form.
 Donate the proceeds to Red Door (ask about a cheque presentation if you would 
       like a photo to share with your friends and supporters!). 
 Thank your donors!  Use our Sample Acknowledgement Letter.
 Give us your Feedback! Evaluate your event and take note of what worked and  
      what didn’t.  Keep notes of useful contacts and share your learning experiences   
      with the Red Door and other fundraisers by completing our Feedback Survey.
 

PLANNING CHECKLIST

https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/form/third-party-event-proposal-form
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Fundraising%20Pledge%20Form_0.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Email%20Newsletter%20Sign-up.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Media%20Advisory.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Press%20Release.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Press%20Release.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Financial%20summary%20form.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Thank%20you%20Letter.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/form/fundraising-feedback-form


RESOURCES

 
DOWNLOADS 
 

Forms:

Pledge Form 

Email Sign-up Sheet

Financial Summary Form 
 

Samples: 

Sample Acknowledgement Letter

Sample Press Release 

Sample Media Advisory 

 
RED DOOR ONLINE 
 

Red Door Website

Red Door - Facebook

Red Door - Twitter

Red Door - Instagram

Online Fundraising Pages

 

Event Proposal Form

Tax-Receipting Guidelines 

Feedback Survey

CONTACT INFORMATION

Red Door Family Shelter 
21 Carlaw Ave.  Toronto, ON   
M4M 2R6

Phone: 416-915-5671 x232 
Email: fundraising@reddoorshelter.ca 
 
reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise 
 
Charitable Registration Number 
11930 3287 RR0001

https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Fundraising%20Pledge%20Form_0.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Email%20Newsletter%20Sign-up.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Financial%20summary%20form.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Thank%20you%20Letter.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Press%20Release.pdf
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/sites/default/files/Sample%20Media%20Advisory.pdf
http://www.reddoorshelter.ca
https://www.facebook.com/reddoorfamilyshelter
https://twitter.com/RedDoorFamilySh
https://www.instagram.com/reddoorfamilyshelter/
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/champions
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/index.php?q=form/third-party-event-proposal-form
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise/resources/tax-receipt
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/form/fundraising-feedback-form
mailto:fundraising%40reddoorshelter.ca?subject=
https://www.reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise

