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85% of families are mothers with their children or single women
On any given night there are over 80 children and youth seeking shelter 
with their parents

provide emergency housing and related support services to over 350 families 
through 161 beds at two sites in Toronto.
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Bernnitta Hawkins, Executive Director (retired)

The building was old, institutional and depressing

43 families stayed at the familiy shelter every night, 
yet we had only 23 bedrooms

In short, the family shelter was dilapidated, insecure, 
and over capacity

Front entrance was on the main street so residents’ 
comings and goings were easily observed

The original family shelter was designed over 60 years 
ago, and was never meant to accommodate over 100 
people a day. It was institutional, inadequate and 
depressing, and affected our ability to provide the 
restorative and positive environment that families in 
crisis so badly need and deserve.



We have exciting plans to help transform the lives of homeless families by delivering 
high-quality support services in a new purpose-built family shelter that will replace 
our aging and inadequate facility.  Our new family shelter will be a welcoming 
sanctuary. 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�



Kathryn Hill,
Senior Fund Development Manager

Email: khill@reddoorshelter.ca

ext 230


