
1

FOND MEMORIES OF “SHELTER” 

When we hear stories from people who stayed at 
the Red Door as children, we always hear about the 
amazing time they had, meeting new friends and 
sharing new experiences.  

It shows just how important your support is for kids 
at the Red Door, providing them a space of positivity 
and nourishment -  supporting their growth into 
strong, capable and resilient adults. Recently, Nadia 
shared her story with us:

“My mother and I were living at Red Door from 
June 1994 - August 1994. I was 9 years old. All of 
my memories from living at Red Door were about 
fun and excitement. Living there didn’t feel like a 
“shelter”, but more like a big family house/summer 
camp, because of all the love and support we 
were shown, and the fun I had with my friends 
that I made there. 

I remember the food was delicious. My favourite 
was the weekly fish and chips with coleslaw. I 
never forgot the taste of the coleslaw because 
it was so good. I always went back for more. I 
remember those days. I appreciate the fact that it 
was good quality food and not “hospital” type food. 
That added on to the family feel, because when 

you love someone, you 
make sure that they are 
well fed. 

My best friend at Red 
Door was Hadassa. Her 
family is from Chile. I 
haven’t seen her since 
we left Red Door, but 

I never forgot about her. She always crossed my 
mind over the years. I wonder how her life is right 
now, and if she still remembers me. We had so 
much fun together. The staff were so friendly and 
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CELEBRATING YOU!

loving to us children. I enjoyed talking to the staff as well. They 
made me feel loved and protected because I knew that when 
I was with them, nobody can harm me. That was a priceless 
feeling. 

During the summer we would go upstairs every morning and 
play games and do arts and crafts. The staff taught us different 
arts and crafts that I always enjoyed. My favourite was colouring 
the sand with different colour chalk and putting it in glass to 
make a beautiful vase. I made a bunch of those. They would 
always take us to the park, to go swimming, and we went on 
many trips. I enjoyed these so much. During these trips, I got to 
see and learn about places in Toronto that I never would have, if 
we didn’t go to Red Door. 

Red Door is a safe haven. It sheltered me in two ways. Physically, 
my mother and I had somewhere SAFE to live. Emotionally, 
mentally and psychologically, it sheltered me as a child from the 
unpleasant reality that was our life situation at the time. I am 
happy we stayed there. I am even more grateful that there was a 
place like Red Door for us to go to.”

Every day more than 80 children and youth find 
shelter at the Red Door with their parents.   Your 
donations help fund programs to support kids 
affected by homelessness

HELPING KIDS BE KIDS

Learn more: reddoorshelter.ca/programs/children

continued from page 1

YOU MADE FUTURES 
BRIGHT IN 2019!

Your 2019 Gratitude Report is 
enclosed.  Read more about 
the incredible impact of your 
support!

reddoorshelter.ca/gratitude

We’re so moved and grateful to have such an amazing 
community of supporters! We held our annual thank 
you party for donors and volunteers on October 3rd, 
and it was wonderful and inspiring to have so much 
love and support in the room. 

We heard moving speeches from incredible volunteers, 
amazing young donors, and a performance from a 
talented singer-songwriter, Desiire, whose family was 
supported by the Red Door many years ago. 
What a special evening! Thank you to everyone 
who joined us, and our heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude to all of our wonderful supporters!  
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DOING IT ALL FOR THE KIDS

Lisa Elder runs the social initiative program for Pilot Coffee 
Roasters - long time supporters of Red Door.  When they 
heard that one challenge our temporary family shelter was 
facing was the lack of play space, Lisa organized a team of 
colleagues to come in to do paid volunteer shifts and host 
a number of fun ‘youth day’ activities over the summer - 
including games, sport, crafts, a bouncy castle and more. 
Staff were asked to show up, and just have fun. 

Lisa reflected on her experience at our recent donor event 
and shared just what it meant to her and her team:

“You want to know what happens when you place your 
colleagues in a park with 20 kids? Chaos! And a lot of 
fun!

Our kitchen supervisor, Neil offered to let someone paint 
his face. That one 
person turned into 
five. Neil walked 
home with the 
most beautiful face 
painting I have ever 
seen.

Our technician Lisa 
reignited her camp 
counsellor days and 
she organized some 
of the best games.   

Our coffee educator, Nat, wrote dragon on his name tag, 
and for the duration of the afternoon I kept hearing,  
‘dragon, dragon!’ or ‘dragon pass the ball!’ 

Our logistics coordinator, Alaa, accidentally lost one of 
our balls in a tree. The kids all teamed up on him and 
chased him with a cup of water. We watched. There was 
a lot of running, a lot of laughing, a lot of playing. And 
during these youth day afternoons we noticed two things 
happened:

A HOLIDAY BLEND THAT HELPS
Throughout the holiday season, Pilot Coffee 
locations will be donating $1 for every 12oz bag 
of their signature Holiday Blend sold.  Visit one 
of their 7 locations across Toronto: 
 
reddoorshelter.ca/pilot-holiday-blend

The first is that we knew that our jobs for the day 
were to show up and have fun, and that these kids 
deserve nothing but our fullest undivided, undistracted 
attention. 

The second thing that happened was that it reminded 
us of the ‘why’. Those moments seeing these amazing 
and resilient kids play and express themselves. They 
are the reasons we fundraise, they are the reason 
we seek donations, they are the reasons why year 
after year we ask ourselves, how can we do more, 
how can we be better. They hold us accountable to 
our community and our social responsibility. It gives 
meaning to everything that we do. I believe this is the 
same thing that connected our owners Andy and Jessie 
to the shelter’s mission 10 years ago when meeting 
the kids attending Morse public school.   

We are grateful for these reminders of presence and 
purpose. We are also grateful to all the Red Door staff 
and volunteers we have been lucky to work alongside, 
even if only in a small way, as they bring so much 
dedication, presence and purpose to their work every 
single day. So thank you to everyone at Red Door, and 
to the families and kids for your constant lessons in 
presence, resiliency and reminders that every action 
has an impact.“

Reflections from a workplace team’s inspiring volunteer experience

reddoorshelter.ca/gratitude
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YOU MADE SUMMER MAGIC
Kids say thank you for the memories! 

Thanks to generous people like you, the children 
at our shelter had lots of fun together over the 
summer break - going on amazing adventures, 
sharing new experiences, and building new 
friendships.

From fun in the sun at the beach, Toronto Island, 
canoeing at harbourfront, to day trips to the 
Toronto Zoo, Ripley’s Aquarium and the ROM, kids 
at our shelter had an absolute blast together! 

“I got to see places I didn’t even know of before, and 
learn new things. Thank you for all the places you 
took us!”

Your support means so much for children affected 
by homelessness and abuse. These opportunities 
for kids to have fun and just be kids again is a 
priceless gift that they will remember and cherish 
always. Thank you so much for making summer 
magic!

Thank you! 

Both in their 2nd year, RBC Ride for Red Door, and 
Committee 3 on 3 Summer Classic are two grassroots 
fundraising events that are continuing to make a big 
impact for kids at the Red Door.

RBC Ride for Red Door (top), an indoor cycling challenge 
for RBC Capital Markets employees, held at Torq cycling 
gym, pitted 35 colleagues in friendly competition and 
raised over $8,000 for our children’s programs.

Committee 3 on 3 Summer Classic basketball tournament 
(bottom), organized by a dedicated group of friends with 
big hearts, raised over $7,500 for After School Programs 
for kids at our shelter throughout the year.

Thank you so much for the difference you made!

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN

Learn more about fundraising to help children and 
families at the Red Door: reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise
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TERRIFIC FINISH TEAM RED DOOR!

IT’S COLD OUT THERE!

On February 22, Red Door Family Shelter is 
participating in our first ever Coldest Night of 
the Year fundraising walk, known as Canada’s 
national walk for homelessness, hosted in 136 
communities across Canada.

With your help, our goal is to raise more than 
$50,000! To accomplish this, we’re looking for 50+ 
team captains (of all ages and abilities) who will 
recruit 7-8 member to their team, with a goal of 
raising over $1,000 per team. 

Join us, and bring your friends, family and 
colleagues on a fun 5k walk in the Leslieville 
neighbourhood to support homeless families.

Walk with Red Door!

Interested in joining or sponsoring? Contact Kirsten Cooney at  
(416) 577-6649, or pre-register at  reddoorshelter.ca/coldest-night

Our awesome team of 89 runners made a big difference 
this year, sweating it out in the Scotiabank Toronto 
Waterfront Marathon Charity Challenge, and the Exact 
Yorkville 5k Run. 

Together they raised over $24,000 to provide after 
school programming and outings for kids at our 
shelters, as well as groceries and support for newly-
housed families through our Food Bank.

We’re so proud of our team and grateful to all of their 
generous sponsors, and volunteers who helped make 
the events a big success.  Thank you!  

A big thumbs up 
for $24,000 raised 
in support of 
critical programs to 
help children and 
families.Want to lace up with us next year? 

Learn more and sign up at: 
reddoorshelter.ca/sign-up-team-red-door
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BOOK SALES FOR A CAUSE
Local volunteer, Vicky Tsorlinis is a force. Hard at work every 
weekend this summer selling books at a mobile booth - 
Vicky has single-handedly raised over $12,000 and still 
going!  Vicky hopes to meet her goal of raising $15,000 by 
the end of the year.  Recently Vicky was named the ‘2019 
Beach Citizen of the Year’ for her incredible fundraising and 
volunteer work.

Vicky shared with us what got her started with her ‘Book 
Sales for a Cause’ mission, and what it means for her to be 
supporting families in need at the Red Door.

“When my kids were in high school, the Red Door Shelter 
was often the community organization that students 
fundraised for. It was grassroots and I saw that every 
penny raised had made a huge impact. It changed 
people’s lives. The Red Door Shelter, its committed staff, 
programs and pathways to success for its clients made 
my decision an easy one.

Seeing the success of their initiatives and recognizing 
the important, necessary and life changing programs they 
offer to many in our community and beyond, encouraged 
me to find my own way to make a difference. A difference 
that began with a small idea. 

THANK YOU CHEF’S CATERING

‘Book Sales For A Cause’ was born out of a personal 
belief that each of us can make a difference if we get 
creative and invest some time.

With a wonderfully supportive community network, 
a patient family who assist with the set up and 
take down of the book sale tables, I look forward to 
meeting the Book Sale for a Cause fundraising target. 
We can each make a difference. 

We can all do our part to make a difference. Mine 
started with a small idea and has grown into a strong 
community initiative that gives all of us a feeling of 
inclusion through volunteerism. Something we can all 
offer to our neighbours, friends, but especially those 
that need it the most.”  

Local volunteer making a difference, 
one book sale at a time 

Community partner Chef’s Catering has been donating 
meals to our shelter through their buy one, give one 
program, where every meal purchased from their ‘Red Door 
Menu’ means a meal donated to families at our shelter.  

For Thanksgiving, chef/owner Justin Siklis and his team 
delivered a delicious spread of turkey and all the fixin’s 
for women and children at our VAW shelter to a enjoy a 
beautiful Thanksgiving meal together.

The Chef’s Catering partnership will be providing up to 
$250,000 worth of meals for families at the Red Door.

Visit Chef’s Catering to learn more about how you 
can support through their buy one, give one program.

reddoorshelter.ca/chefs-catering

Need catering for your next event? 
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Building a Community of Hope - LOOKING BACK
It was March 2014 when our shelter faced a major crisis: our 106-bed family shelter was at risk of closure.  
Since then we have seen our incredible community come together to Save the Red Door, and make a new 
purpose-built family shelter possible. In our new Blog, we look back, and look forward to the future of our  
new shelter. 

Follow our Community of Hope 
Blog for more updates, and see 
our new shelter take shape!

reddoorshelter.ca/blog

Worried by news of a developer purchasing the 
family shelter site by the end of July, the Red Door 
held an emergency community meeting. More 
than 300 citizens packed into the room to rally 
around the shelter. Loud and clear the community 
said that no developer could build condos where 
a shelter for families in crisis had stood for over 
30 years.

Our Community Rallies - March 2014

With more than 50,000 people supporting Red Door’s 
petition City Council unanimously agreed to help 
secure the future of the Red Door, setting the stage 
for a partnership between the Red Door, Harhay 
Developments and the City of Toronto for a new 
purpose-built shelter at our original location of 875 
Queen St. E.

Red Door’s Future Secured - February 2016

With construction of our new shelter underway, 
our Capital Campaign began. Thanks to the many 
generous donors who have donated over $2.8M 
to date, we have nearly reached our $3M goal to 
secure the furnishings and equipment needed to 
operate the shelter.

Community of Hope Capital Campaign

http://www.reddoorshelter.ca/newsletter/holiday-album
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UPCOMING EVENTS

See more events happening near you, or learn more  
about hosting your own at reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise

YYoga - Starts November 14th, 2019
Throughout the holiday season, YYoga will be 
donating proceeds from karma classes, plus 
10% gift card sales to Red Door. 
More at: reddoorshelter.ca/event/upcoming

Families for Family Holiday Portraits  
- November 9th, 2019
Capture your special family moments for the 
holidays. $89 with all proceeds going directly to 
Red Door.
reddoorshelter.ca/families-for-family-2019

Blues for the Red Door - November 3rd, 2019
6th Annual charity Blues Revue featuring 
award winning artists Tyler Yarema & Janice 
Hagen, Jerome Godboo, and other top Canadian 
performers. It’s a must see for music fans! 
Tickets $30 - bluesforthereddoor.ca

You can spread holiday cheer when 
you give a Gift to Empower in 
honour of someone special on your 
holiday gift list. In return, they’ll 
receive a beautiful e-card from you, 
letting them know about the impact 
of your gift. 

To learn more visit:  
reddoorshelter.ca/gifts-to-empower

Special congrats to Sacha, the youngest runner on Team Red 
Door, who ran with us in the Exact Yorkville 5k Run and placed 
1st in the under 10 category.  Here’s why he chose to run and 
fundraise for us:  “The Red Door gives people a home. Everyone 
needs a home to feel safe.”  What an inspiration!

KIDS MAKING A DIFFERENCE

For more great fundraising ideas and ways you  
can get involved visit: reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise

http://reddoorshelter.ca/fundraise
http://reddoorshelter.ca/gifts-to-empower

